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Formation over Yosemite
Taken last year by Tyson Rininger
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Renew today!

Use the form on the last
page or go to the website
(www.iac38.org) and you
can link to Paypal (use the
'‘About IAC 38' tab), to re-
new or start your member-
ship for 2007. $25/year, or
$30/year for a family. Please
provide all requested info/
updates on the form.
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Darren Pleasance

March Madness is upon us, along with the weatharghes
with it.

The extremes are quite fun to
watch. On Wednesday of
this week | sat patiently on
the ground waiting for yet
another winter storm to roll
through with torrential rains
and multiple feet of snow
being dumped in the Sier-
ras. Thursday morning
started with more rain, but
enough breaks in the clouds
to convince me it was worth a
try to get up to a meeting |
had in Tahoe at the end of
this week. So off | went in
my Express heading for
Truckee. Fortunately the
weather forecasters on the
news that morning turned out

to be overly pessimistic and gent in by Rob Marshall. Rob writes that this pictre was

Ocean and | began a slow decent. With the GPSialgd®25
kts in a slow decent all the way from Sacramenteatched
the sun dip below the horizon in what was one efrttost
spectacular sunsets I've seen while also watchmdptge,
full moon rising in the East. The colors off thayBwere
amazing without a bump in the sky as | touched dexactly
43 minutes from my time of lift off in Truckee.hhd two
friends of mine from work with me as well, both bdanew to
airplanes, who couldn't have been more excited taheir
first experience in a small plane. They were gidith what
an amazing experience they had just had. The wehaat
was a nice reminder of what an amazing thing flyg)g
whether upside down, or right side up. and howyugek are
to be able to experience it as much as we do.

On related topics, this month is shaping up to becat
month for flying and for aerobatics. First of alle have an
"over-the-top" opportunity next Sunday at our méyntbhap-
ter meeting. Ben Freelove has offered to bringaad new
Extra 300 to Tracy Airport and will be giving akaln tum-
bles and will then be giving rides to all those Qiea 38
members who would like one. This is a once-infetiline
opportunity so make sure to block your calendayaocan
attend.

In addition, the SWAN
aerobatic seminar is hap-
pening the following
week, March 16-18, in
Marysville with a safety
seminar and mini-airshow
on Sunday, March

18th. It's a fantastic
event, with a chance to
meet many of today's top
airshow performers, plus
a great excuse for a Chap-
ter 38 flyout. We'll be
rallying as many of you as
we can to join us for the
trip up to Marysville that
Sunday, so let us know if
you'd like to go and are
looking for a seat on a

the flight up ended up being ataken as a reminder that we as pilots get to seéé world from a_Plane.

beautiful 47 minutes door-to-gpectacular perspective.”
door flight. The next day

(Friday) turned out to be among the nicest daysdver
seen. Tahoe had 4 feet of new snow, there wasigud in
the sky and temperatures were in the 40s. Althdutitin't
have time to stay and ski, | ended up having ormayfop 10
flights of my life while heading home that evening.

| departed Truckee at around 5:15 p.m. into a bibginning
sun low on the horizon. | leveled off at 9,500dliag straight
to Livermore and the groundspeed quickly climbed386

kts (10 kt tailwind) in ultra-smooth air. Frometkrest of the
Donner Summit, | could see San Francisco and th#i®a

Other than that, | hope you
all have your planes out of annual, or time blocieglour
local flight school, so you can begin getting ond daking
advantage of the flying season that is now upon us.

Looking forward to seeing you all at our monthlyapker
meeting next Sunday, March 11th, at Tracy Airport.

Blue Skies,

Darren

March 2007



Che Barnes

| know everyone is set on practicing aerobatic saqas, but
basic skills are good to review. Here is somethatiger than
acro that is worth practicing. The below patterbased on a
T-34C and is taught to primary students by the Nawy the
concepts can be applied to any airplane.

THE PATTERN

The pattern is based on a power off glide of theraft. High
key is a position in which the aircraft is 1/4 witig distance
(WTD) abeam the intended point of landing, poiritethe
direction of landing, and able to make a power36f turn to
land on the intended spot (using a reasonable arfigiank).
Every aircraft has a high key—an F4 Phantom’s highik
probably around 10,000 feet or so. An S-1T's auad 2,000
feet.

Low key is the point half way down—or at the 180 &g
point abeam of the point of intended landing.

The wing tip distance, airspeeds, and altitudes in

the figure are specific to the T-34, but some

practice will reveal parameters for your airplane.

TOTAL POWER LOSS

If your engine completely cuts out, your imme-
diate action should be to obtain a best glide pro-
file (ie hit the best glide airspeed, if you have
gear and flaps, raise them) and head directly to a
landing spot. The next goal is to intercept high
key. If you are significantly above high key, a
figure 8 pattern can be used in which you always
turn towards the spot, never away.

Troubleshooting, restart, and emergency com-
munication should be done after you are on pro-
file and if you have time.

If you are below high key, try to intercept the
pattern and use it as a tool to help decide on
where to land. In the T-34, if you are at 1200
feet (low key altitude), look at your 3 and 9
o'clock—if you see a suitable landing spot it
will be easy to see if you are on profile. Based
on the pattern, don’t expect to turn more than
180 degrees from a low key altitude. If you are
at one quarter of your high key altitude (ie 600
feet), don't plan to land at a spot that requires
more than a 90 degree turn.

Note on aerobatic constant speed props: From
what | understand, these props increase pitch
when oil pressure is lost in order to prevent an
over-speed during aerobatic flight. In an engine-
out scenario, this pitch increase decreases drag,
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making the aircraft glide better than when it igiee-on at
idle. Keep this in mind when practicing your patte-
especially in a clean mono-wing airplane.

ANY OTHER ENGINE PROBLEM

If you suspect that your engine may quit or has\agy prob-
lem, turn towards the closest suitable landinglfialdd full
power, and climb. Do not fly a standard traffictpen—get
high, get above a field. If there is airspace Iagd then de-
clare an emergency. There is arguably only twottler posi-
tions for an engine problem—idle or full. Thatdssay, use
the maximum available power to climb until you alde to
intercept the emergency landing pattern. Not uSiligpower
means more time outside the emergency landingleraxfid
more risk. Once overhead the field, then go to adld fly the
pattern. If your engine quits then you will beaprofile that
you have practiced.
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For Sale: Sabre 320 "

Darrin Silver

Check out Darrin Silvers’ blog

Unlimited Aerobatic Monoplane http://blog.myspace.com/darrinsilver

The Sabre 320 is a high-performance monoplane de-
signed by Dan Rihn, built by Alan Geringer, and modi-
fied by Zivko Aeronautics with advice from Leo
Loudenslager. It is fitted with an Edge wing and a high-
compression Lycoming AEIO-540 built by Dick De-
Mars and top-overhauled by Lycon. The airplane has
won medals at World and National Aerobatic Champi-
onships. SpecsBuilt in 1990, 970 TT, 229 STOH, an-
nual done 5/06 @ ~970 hrs, MT 3-bladed composite
prop, MTV-9-B-C/C200, overhauled 9/25/03 at 941 hrs,
King radio & transponder, impeccably maintained, al-
ways hangared, NDH

Offered at $99,000
tel: (510) 527-4466
aragon(@dcai.com
http://www.dcai.com/sabre/

MARCH 2007
11 Chapter Meeting: 10 AM, Tracy Airport: Ben Free-
love, tumbles, Extra 300.

16-18 SWAN aerobatic seminar, Marysville. Pictures above are from Cory Lovell's time at an ae-

APRIL 2007 _ _ batic camp at Coolidge. He got a ride in and L-39!
Flying the Maneuvers: High performance aircraft.

MAY 2007
Flying the Maneuvers: How to get the most out&® 1
HP.

JUNE 2007

7-9th Paso Robles Aerobatic Contest
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