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Real confidence in the air is bred only by mis-
takes made and recovered from at a safe altitude, 
in a safe ship, and seated on a good parachute. 

— Rodney H. Jackson, ''A Lesson in Stunting,' 
Aeronautics magazine, February 1930 
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Renew today!    

Use the form on the last 
page or go to the website 
(www.iac38.org) and you 
can link to Paypal (use the 
'About IAC 38' tab), to re-
new or start your member-
ship for 2007.  $25/year, or 
$30/year for a family. Please 
provide all requested info/
updates on the form.  

 Special thanks to Ben Freelove, folks at the Tutima Academy of 
Aviation Safety, and Extra Aircraft. Pictures by Eric Chasanoff. 
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Darren Pleasance 

Greetings Chapter 38ers:  
 
What a great March we just had.  The weather was spec-
tacular and we had probably our best turnout ever at the 
Tracy airport for a combo "Critique / Extra Free Ride" 

day.  We must have had 
15 planes show up, and 
probably twice as many 
people, for an all-day 
aerobatic extravaganza.  A 
special thanks to Ben 
Freelove and Extra Air-
craft for donating the time 
and plane for a very spe-
cial event.  
 
In addition to that, many 
were on hand to witness 
another "first" in our 
Chapter - the soloing of 

my Laser by Howard Kirker.  Howard and I have worked out 
a deal to have Howard flying my Laser this year and we chose 
the Tracy day as the most opportune time for Howard to strap 
on the Laser and try it out.  Not surprisingly, he did an out-
standing job with his two landings in front of a few dozen 
people and the grin he sported for the rest of the day was un-
forgettable.  I, for one, am looking forward to seeing what 
Howard can do with a bit more performance underneath him 
in this year's Intermediate sequence.  I'm also looking forward 
to learning a few things as he explores how to make the Laser 
do all the things it's certainly capable of.  
 
Looking forward, we have a few events this month that I hope 
you'll all participate in, including:  
 

        1) Monthly chapter meeting next Sunday, April 8th at 
4:00 p.m. at Attitude Aviation  
        2) Calaveras County Airport Day, Saturday April 28th  
        3) Critique day (date to be confirmed)  
 
As we come into the contest season, I hope you're all able to 
participate in each of these events.  They're always a ton of 
fun and a great way to stay connected and hone your aerobatic 
skills.  

 
Hope to see you all at 
our Chapter meeting in 
a few days. 

 

           -   Darren 

First flight in Darren’s Laser 

Eyes skyward at Tracy 

Ben Freelove talking tumbles 
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Che Barnes�

Mike Tuffley 
Mike is a 25-year-old physics student at San Jose State Uni-

versity and has been flying 
for about 2 years now.  He 
is member of the SJSU 
Flying Twenties and Ame-
lia Reid Aviation.  He has 
about 110 hours now and is 
finishing up his tail wheel 
endorsement at Amelia's.  
He is anxious to start aero-
batics, and hence has 
joined IAC 38 as a re-
source to further his flying 
and aerobatic skills.  
Mike’s other hobbies in-
clude travel, hockey, sail-
ing, science/technology, 

motorcycles, free-diving and home-brewing beer.  Rock on, 
welcome to IAC 38! 
 
Edward Cole 
Edward presently works for the US Treasury as a Banking 
Regulator. He earned his private license back in 1989 and 
stopped soon after. One of his original motives for taking 
flying lessons was to learn and enjoy aerobatic flight. During 

this time, he did get a brief intro to aerobatics through spin 
training in a C-152.  Ed started flying again in February last 
year with the goal of getting his tail-wheel endorsement and 
learning some primary acro. He has been training off and on 
with Cecilia Aragon, and hopes to solo in her Decathlon.  His 
goal is to perhaps compete in primary or sportsman competi-
tion sometime this summer—maybe Paso Robles in June.  He 
has met a couple of the Chapter members here and there and  
was lucky enough to catch the free extra ride with Ben Free-
love last month, which, he says, “was a blast.”   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Alexander Wolf 
Alexander Wolf is 26, married,  and lived in and around New 
York most of his life.  He started flying in 1993 and has about 

1500 hours of experi-
ence.  He has flown 
Cessna 150-208s, 
Piper PA-28 140-
200R, Navajo, Grum-
man AA5A/B/C, 
Mooney 201-
Acclaims, Beech Bar-
ons, King Air C90, 
AT-6 Harvard, Grum-
man Widgeon, SF-260, 
S-300 Helicopter, and 
a Cirrus SR-20/22. 
Alex taught flying and 

a physics class at the University of Illinois on Nuclear Weap-
ons, War and Arms Control. He was in the U.S. Marine Corp 
during college and was medically discharged in 2003.  He 

moved out to CA in 
2004 on recommenda-
tion of a Navy buddy of 
his, and re-located to 
Los Gatos. He is work-
ing for a small outfit 
developing technologies 
for the Department of 
Defense through the 
Naval Post Graduate 

School in Monterey. Welcome to California and IAC 38! 
 
 
 
Michael Lella of Groveland—flies an Eagle. 
 
 
Peter Welik, joined at Tracy. 
 
 
Edward Cole, of Berkeley. 

Cecilia Aragon’s Decathlon 

Grumman Widgeon 

The machine does not isolate man from the great problems of 
nature but plunges him more deeply into them. 

— Antoine de Saint Exupéry, 'Wind, Sand, and Stars,' 1939 



- 4 - April 2007 

����������		�
����	�����
	��

�������

�����
���	�� ���������������	�
��������������������������������� �������
� �

���
��	�����������������	  

APRIL 2007 
8th 4 PM, Chapter Meeting: Attitude Aviation, Liver-

more Airport. 
28th Calaveras County Airport Day 
 
MAY 2007 
 Flying the Maneuvers:  How to get the most out of 

180 HP.  
 

JUNE 2007 
2nd Pine Mountain Lake Fly-In  Posted by Vicky 

Benzing: Chapter 38 members and friends are in-
vited.  The field will close at 3:00 pm for the air 
show so please arrive early. We will be selling tick-
ets to the BBQ after the air show in advance, so if 
anyone wants to attend the BBQ please let me know 
as soon as possible (we're going to limit tickets to 
250 and I guarantee that we will sell out).  This year 
is not a fundraiser, just an event to promote good 
will between the airport and the community.   

7-9th Paso Robles Aerobatic Contest 
 
JULY 2007 
19-21st Canadian Open Contest.  Brought to you by Chap-

ter 8 of Aerobatics Candada.  Abbotsford Interna-
tional Airport (CYXX).  Abbotsford has some of the 
most beautiful scenery around and the contest is a 
great time.  Take a look at the link: www.aerobatic-
club.ca/ 

For Sale: Sabre 320 

Unlimited Aerobatic Monoplane 
The Sabre 320 is a high-performance monoplane de-
signed by Dan Rihn, built by Alan Geringer, and modi-
fied by Zivko Aeronautics with advice from Leo 
Loudenslager. It is fitted with an Edge wing and a high-
compression Lycoming AEIO-540 built by Dick De-
Mars and top-overhauled by Lycon. The airplane has 
won medals at World and National Aerobatic Champi-
onships.   Specs Built in 1990, 970 TT, 229 STOH, an-
nual done 5/06 @ ~970 hrs, MT 3-bladed composite 
prop, MTV-9-B-C/C200, overhauled 9/25/03 at 941 hrs, 
King radio & transponder, impeccably maintained, al-
ways hangared, NDH 

Offered at $99,000 
tel: (510) 527-4466 

 
http://www.dcai.com/sabre/ 

 
MacDill AFB, Tampa, 
FL:  Pictures taken by 
Che Barnes while in Flor-
ida.  The Blue Angeles 
also performed—one of 
their first shows of the 
year.  The air show sea-
son is here. 
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Kevin Cordes wanted to check out the whole jump-
ing-out-of-the-airplane idea for himself.  Here are 
some pictures of his 3rd jump.  “Pretty cheesy, but 
what the hell,” Kevin writes.  Actually, looks like 
great training for anyone strapping on a parachute in 
an airplane on a regular basis.  Thanks for sending in 
the pics, Kevin.   

Another MacDill picture.  A-10 Warthog.   
Notice that the aircraft was designed around the 
gun.  

  

If riding in an airplane is flying, then riding in a boat is 
swimming. If you want to experience the element, then 
get out of the vehicle. — Anonymous. 
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